
MINUTES  
REGULAR MEETING  

South Farmingdale Board of Fire Commissioners 
November 8, 2022 

 
At 6:00 PM Commissioner Forry called the meeting to order, and Commissioner Heffel 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by a moment of silence for the military, and all 
those suffering. 
Commissioners M. Suwalski, G. Forry, F. Heffel, E Purpora, 
Treasurer Farrigan, District Manager Green, District Attorney Joseph Pusateri was 
present. J. Tasch was not in attendance. 
 
The minutes from October 25, 2022, were discussed.  Motion by Commissioner Purpora 
to accept the minutes, seconded by Commissioner Suwalski 
All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Chief Christopher Klein entered the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Chiefs report  
SFFD Incident and Response Statistics 

• Members were notified about physicals 

• Dan Efinger resigned, returned pager, key fob, and ID. Just waiting on badges 
 Prep for winter operations is in progress 
 Vehicles and Equipment 

• 9702 was inspected, oil changed, aligned, and 2 new tires 

• 971 and 979 had inspections. 972 and 978 will be done next month 

• 977 light poles were removed and wiper arms will be replaced. 

• 976 will be getting inspection this month. 

• Mike Verdi was given Kevin Millers gear, he will hold on to his old gear as spare 
gear. 

• How much money is left in equipment budget? 
Radio and Communication 

• Who is going to program the new radios? We would like to get them done soon 
so once chargers are in, the radios can be put in service 

Use of the hall 

• I only want to add because we have had the issue years ago with Sweet 16 
party not to have that as a party to have up here. At most places Sweet 16 
parties we're looking at hiring security, or they have it and they'll be able to pay 
for it so probably not one of those parties we should be looking to have.  

 
 
Chief Christopher Klein exited the meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



The Treasurer’s Report (Warrant) was read and discussed: 
 
 
TOTAL WITHDRAWALS 

BARNWELL 6 tires/dismount/mount/valve 270 

John Nicosia 

wash/ paint /decontaminate/machine wash/machine 
wax/metal polish/interior vacuum/clean 600 

Ace Hardware Paint / supplies/cleaner 170.78 

Anton Community 
Newspaper NOB FARM budget hearing 35 

G & L BAGELS, INC. Refreshr open house  82.47 

TITAN EARTH & 
STONE 

October 2022 - Landscaping Maintenance - payment 8 
700 

Mario's Pizzeria of 
Melville 9-28-22 Working Meeting Refreshments 191.74 

South Farmingdale 
Department Reimbursement/ DEF/Wood 209.85 

AT&T MOBILITY   1,137.50 

FIRE END & CROKER 
CORP. Gloves 277.95 

FIREMATIC SUPPLY 
CO., INC   1,604.62 

BMT Automotive 
Corp Oil change / Inspection / repairs to 9702 357.6 

Richard Security 2022 Fourth Quarter Monitoring 425.1 

Wex Bank October 2022 Activity 836.57 

BARNWELL 2 tires/dismount/mount/valve 298.4 

RBC Wealth 
Management 

S Farmingdale FD - 2022 DB LOSAP Plan Contribution 
25,000.0

0 

APOLLO 
NETWORKS, INC. October 2022 - Phone Service 80 

ATLANTIC PC, INC. Monthly Agreement 1,504.60 

EMERGENCY COMM. 
SOLUTIONS   2,000.00 

RMB Due at contract Acceptance payment 5,416.67 

  TOTAL WARRANT 
41,198.8

5 

   

PSEG - 3 LOCUST  Account # 4524634504 42.28 

PSEG - MAIN HOUSE Account # 4524635000 2,278.20 

PSEG - STATION 2 Account # 4521426501 477.91 

PSEG - STATION 2 
LIGHT Account # 4521426601 15.91 

 TOTAL ACH 2,814.30 

 



 
 
 
 
Treasurer Farrigan read a brief report on the 11/5/22 discovery of the fraudulent checks 
which was emailed to the Board of Fire Commissioners earlier in the day. (Attached to 
minutes) 
 
Attorney Pusateri: This thing this happened to my law firm where someone took a 
picture of the check. Someone saw him at the court clerk’s office in Brooklyn next day 
passing checks. We stopped it the very next day.  They’re all very sophisticated with 
doing this. The firm stopped it, they closed our account. Then we had to go and we had 
to provide all the checks that we needed to get paid.   Positive pay.   Eventually we got 
our money back from Chase so that's how they handled it.  
 
Treasurer Farrigan: I spoke to Samantha Diaz.  I'm going to provide her a list of checks 
that are OK to process, so it's basically the warrant she needs, the date, the check 
number, the pay to name and the amount and she'll monitor it and if it doesn't match the 
warrants that I give her, she won't pay it, the checks.  As to the routing and all that 
match up, yeah so that's why they should probably eventually once this is all taken out, 
they should close this account, open up another account because they have more 
information now. The account is on hold. So, they’re probably gonna say now we have 
that all up and running we figured out what the problem is here we can get your money 
back, we need to close the account and start a whole new account right and then then 
we'll switch to another account at which point in time we’ll go.  I don't know I don't really 
know, that’s my thought that we stay with Capital One right now, we can't go, because 
then we'll go right to a back burner.  Yeah, I don't know. 
 I didn't get to speak to the treasury manager, hasn't called me yet and that’s who's 
going to make the decision if they're going to make good on the money.  
 
Commissioner Heffel: We do have a friend now (Flushing Bank) that’s looking to catch 
us on.   Do we want to enlighten them to what happened? They might have good advice 
… ‘here's what you should,’ they might give you one of those scenarios because they 
try to get your business. They write this stuff off, that's how it should go. Need to check 
with two signatures that don't match. 
 
Treasurer Farrigan: I'll keep you posted if anything significant happens and I'm gonna 
keep this as a file.  I came in to do a reconciliation and was telling Gary when I called 
him that was that.  Then I went in and looked at the check. I went into the bank system 
to look at the check and saw that it isn't our check and then I said let me see this 90 
days back and that's when I found the other, I didn't go to that recognition level of 
reconciliation at this point in time.    
 
 OK for example, check 6722 Barnwell tire is a legitimate check, process it and if it's not 
on the warrant then they're not gonna process it. People getting paid by a day or two but 
that's all so that's where we stand with that and then I think I'm done. 



 
 
Attorney Pusateri: Do you have online bank?  
 
Treasurer Farrigan: 
With Capital One, yes well, I do it.  I do it actually probably once a week.  
 
Commissioner Heffel: 
Within one day I can see yesterday's banking.  Now I can keep track of the credit card, 
not wait till it comes in, right now I can go online. 
 
Attorney Pusateri: Do you have a little key fob? 
 
Treasurer Farrigan: OK, you get the little prompts when you go online. I see up to 
yesterday so it's a second factor or two factor authentication I have to put a password 
and then that number and with two of them they look at it. 
 
Commissioner Heffel: I think they try and mandate over a certain amount. Anytime you 
want to go to my bank I have to turn around, I sign online punch this in, sends a code to 
my phone, I got to put another code in and that's how it works. 
 
Attorney Pusateri: Did they say anything about the fact that it's a 9/28 check in they just 
heard about it now in November.   
 
Treasurer Farrigan: No, they did not say anything about it. That's one. The others are all 
within October. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Purpora, seconded by Commissioner Forry to approve the 
Treasurer’s report.  All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
 
 
 
 
Communications and Petitions –Commissioner Forry  
 

• Received an email that the next Ninth Battalion Commissioners meeting will be 
held on December 6. It is tentatively at The Milleridge Inn. They need a final 
head count by November 30. 

• Received the Cobra payment for the month of November. 
Communications – DM Green 

• December COBRA bill  

• Department of Labor Quarterly Earnings report fine notification. 

• Elevator Permit application from Town of Oyster Bay 

 

 



Apparatus - Commissioner Forry 

 971: Had the NYS inspection done on October 31. 

   
 972: Is due for NYS Inspection this month. 
               
 975: The lettering and graphics will be started tomorrow. All the parts are in to repair 
the frontend except for the I beam bushings. The parts should be in this week. 
 

 976: The registration renewal was sent in and NYS inspection was done in November.   
 Commander Fleet would like to take the ambulance Friday evening at 3 this week and 

 return it Saturday afternoon. 
   
 977: Frank DeBobes took the ambulance to a body shop to replace the two plastic end   
caps and removed the two fender poles. The next day it went to the Ford Service 
Center to see if it falls under the recall criteria for the windshield wiper arms. It did so 
they will order the parts and call me when they are in. The NYS inspection was done in 
October.  
                 
 979: Had the NYS Inspection done on October 31. 
 

 978: Is due for NYS Inspection this month. 
 

 9702: NYS Inspection was done this month along with an oil change, alignment and 
two front tires. 
 

Hendrickson was given the approval for the rear cabinet along with the lettering and 
graphics for the new Chiefs vehicle. 
 

Hendrickson is looking for approval for the lettering and graphics on the new district 
vehicle. 
 
  
Building & Grounds - Commissioner Heffel 

Met with a contractor regarding the roof on Station 2 

There are two options:  

15-year contract $28,700- or 20-year contract $33,479 
Will discuss under Unfinished Business. 

 

 

 

 

Communications & Alerting – Commissioner Tasch   
 
All in good working order. 
 
 



 

Equipment - Commissioner Suwalski 

I may have some other equipment that should be added to our warranty.  

I reached out to the chiefs and EMS and I'm hoping that they can be there to go over that 

stuff.  As I said before we got a bunch of bunker gear from Terry Farrell foundation for the 

juniors.  They need a gift for them, so we got probably a dozen sets of gear. They also 

gave us 10 SCBA's with bottles. 

 

I got an invoice for the bunker gear for Miller for $3085.20. 

 

Thank you, Karen, for picking up those suspenders from Frankie Lau. 

 

I discussed the FEMA grant at the department meeting and advised the captain to let me 

know what they may need.   

Capital Improvement – Commissioner Purpora 

R and M has commenced their site civil engineering report. 

 

Insurance & Personnel - Commissioner Tasch  

I have sent $25,000 in additional funding to the defined benefit LOSAP account as we 

discussed the up and down of the market could leave us vulnerable and we had already 

budgeted this.  Of the funds already sent on 10/21 RBC dispersed $8773.34 to current 

people receiving this award. 

 

Lt. Daly has been seen by Dr. Gardyn and is ready to resume his duties.   

 

I am still working on a junior’s program bylaws that we can submit to Chiefs if anyone can 

reach out to another district for a copy of their juniors’ program  

 

District Attorney will provide juniors policy. 

 
Inventory – Commissioner Purpora – No report  

 
Legal /Government -Commissioner Suwalski  
 
Welcome aboard Attorney Joe Pusateri 
 
Policy & Procedure – Commissioner Purpora  
Typing them up. 
Commissioner Suwalski reached out to North Massapequa, Massapequa and 
Bethpage for travel policy and procedures. 
 
District Records – Commissioner Heffel 
FEMA COVID grants from 202 requires additional information  
District Manager Green working with FEMA and NYS 
 



 
IT Computers/Printers/Hardware/ Mgt. System – Commissioner Heffel 
No report  
 
Emergency Preparedness  
All liquid needed for hydration has been fully stocked.  Tom Rizzo to go over items 
needed for snow and inclement weather standbys and told to go light so attending 
personnel can get hot food. 
 
 
Fuel – Commissioner Tasch 
October gas invoices have been reconciled.  Diesel gas has been topped off. Tim 
has been given the study guide for the underground Storage tank exam.  Tim 
understands that timing is everything and the county has been very understanding 
with us. 
 
Physicals – Medical Screenings -Commissioner Tasch 
All set or January physicals.   Members can begin to call Doctor’s office mid-
December. 
 
In- house physicals set for January 23rd.  I have sent an excel spreadsheet to Dr. 
Gardyn.  This will let the doctor’s office know who’s what.  This way he will not 
incur any unplanned charges. 
 
Utilities – Gas/Electric – Commissioner Heffel  
Electric bill dropped drastically this month not sure if its due to lighting. 

 
Utilities – Phones/Cell phones – Commissioner Heffel 
Still paying Verizon for lines for Firecom.  Once light path is in here for radio communication 
system.    
 
Audit/Bonds – Treasurer/BOFC – Treasurer John Farrigan – no report  
Bonds will be due next month.  Haven’t received anything from DTC 
 
Unfinished Business – BOFC 
Motion by Commissioner Heffel, seconded by Commissioner Suwalski to change travel policy 
amount to be spent for meals not to exceed $150 per day. 
All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Heffel, seconded by Commissioner Purpora to change the wording 
in business expenses of the food and beverage: remove soft drinks only, and replace with 
nonalcoholic beverages. 
All in favor. Motion passed. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Heffel, seconded by Commissioner Purpora to approve the 
selection of Alltech Electronics at a cost of $66,000 for the hi-band antenna project at 



headquarters. (Material 11,804    Labor 54,000)   
All-Tech Electronics must provide a certificate of insurance that names the South 
Farmingdale Fire District, the Board of Commissioners of the South Farmingdale Fire District 
and its employees, agents, and assigns as additional insureds on their policy, on a primary 
noncontributory basis at least $1,000,000/2,000,000 in commercial coverage.   
All in favor Motion passed 
 
Motion by Commissioner Heffel, seconded by Commissioner Suwalski to approve the roof 
repairs for Station 2 on an emergency basis by BAC Systems.  All in favor Motion passed. 
BAC systems must provide a certificate of insurance that names the South Farmingdale Fire 
District, the Board of Fire Commissioners of the SFFD, and its employees, agents and 
assigns as additional insureds on their policy on a primary noncontributory basis.  At least a 
$1,000,000/2,000,00 in commercial coverage.  All in favor Motion passed 
15-year contract $28,700- or 20-year contract $33,479 
 
 
New Business – BOFC  
Motion by Commissioner Heffel, seconded by Commissioner Suwalski to approve the 
additional expenditure for a chief’s storage box for the new Tahoe, Chiefs car.  
All in favor Motion passed. 
 
Motion by Commissioner Heffel, seconded by Commissioner Suwalski to remove six monitor  
pagers from inventory and  deem obsolete.  
All in favor   Motion passed. 
 
Executive Session 
Motion by Commissioner Forry, seconded by Commissioner Tasch to adjourn meeting at          
8:30 p.m. 
 
Karen C. Green  
District Secretary 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Fraudulent Check Report    - Treasurer John Farrigan 11/8/20022 

 

On Saturday 11/5/22 during a reconciliation of the district checking account I noticed a check 
number that was inconsistent with our checks. Upon further inspection 90 days back from 
11/5/22, I found three other similar check numbers.  I accessed the Capital One Check detail 
and pulled up images of the checks (see attachments). Three of the four checks were cashed by 
the bank to the order of Jennifer Jeffery, the fourth was written out to the order of Avante 
Williams.  I immediately searched for a Capital One phone number to notify the bank of this and 
called and left a message as the number provided was an answering machine on the 
weekends.  On Monday (11/7/22) morning I called the number again and relayed the situation 
to Patty. Patty explained that she would pass this along to someone who could help me.  I 
received a call later that morning from Samantha Diaz, our current Client Service Support Rep. 

Samantha placed the account on hold and said I should provide to her a list of current 
outstanding checks with Date / Check number / Pay to name / Amount and she will monitor all 
checks and only process those that are on the list. She will not process any check that is not on 
the list.  Samantha also said she will have a Capital One Treasury Management Consultant call 
me to discuss fraud protection options.  I reached out to Samantha this afternoon 11/8/22, to 
let her know I have not heard from treasury management yet, I left a message for her to call me 
back. I still have not heard from Samantha of Treasury Management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
3) Under Communications and Petitions - Commissioner Forry: 
     Received an email that the next Ninth Battalion....... 
 
4)  Under Apparatus - Commissioner Forry 977: 
     Second sentence the next day it went to the Ford Service Center to see if it falls 
under...... 
 
5)  Under Insurance & Personnel - Commissioner Tasch 
     LOSAP 
 

 

 


